2008 VICTORIAN SPORT AWARDS- WRAP UP

The 2008 Victorian Sport Awards were held on Thursday 30th of October at the Melbourne Exhibition Centre, with Gerard Whateley, ABC Sports Broadcaster as the MC for the evening. The night recognizes all those in the Victorian Sporsts industry who have achieved great things over the past 12 months. 

The night was attended by many people in the industry including the Leituent Governor Honourable Marilyn Warren, Minister for Sport, Recreation and Youth Affairs James Merlino and the Deputy Lord Mayor Gary Singer, Anne Marie Harrison (VIS CEO), Todd Harper (VicHealth CEO), David Crawshay, Olympic Rower Beijing Gold Medalist, and Jacqui Cooper five time winner of the Aerial Skiing World Cup were all in attendance. 
The major winners of the night were Jacqui Cooper, who was awarded the Governors Award for Sportsperson of the Year, Leisel Jones as Female Athlete of the Year, and Cadel Evans as Male Athlete of the Year. 


Jacqui Cooper is a five time winner of the Aerial Skiing World Cup; she ended this season with 24 World Cup Victories seven ahead of the next most prolific winner in the history of the sport, and holds the record for the highest score of 219.81. Not only is she an incredible aerial skier she is a role model to young athletes going out to schools promoting sport and she is well recongised and loved by all Australians despite not being in a mainstream sport. 

Cadel Evans was unable to make the night so his mum and grandma were very proud to accept the award on his behalf, whilst coming second in the Tour De France for the second year in a row was hard he was able to go on and compete in the Beijing Olympics to represent his country.
Doug Fox was in attendance to accept the Lord Mayor’s Award for Outstanding Contribution to Sport and service to the wider community. Doug has been on the VIS board as a director for 17 years helping them to develop to what they are today. Doug’s sport for many years has been Lacrosse starting with him being the Australian Captain back in 1968, he has always been involved in the sport in some role, and currently he is the historian making sure all the records are up to date. 
Grace Loh won the award for Junior Female Athlete of the Year. Grace won gold in the 50m and 100m Backstroke at the 2008 FINA World Youth Championship. Grace is currently ranked seventh on the all time Australian listing, very close behind her idol Giaan Rooney. 
Dylan Alcott was the winner of the Male Athlete of the Year, being the youngest Athlete in the Beijing Paralympics Wheelchair basketball team, the Rollers were they managed to win gold. Dylan is also a talented tennis player but decided Basketball was the one for him. 
Cycling was also recognised at the other end of the age spectrum, with Elizabeth Randall named the winner of the Victorian Masters Sport award after she won the 2008 UCI world Masters Championship with the Time Trial and the Road Race in Austria. 
Victorian Netball was again a winner at the VicSport awards as the Victorian Fury (the Victorian State team that competed in the interstate ANL Championship League) took out the Women’s Team of the Year progressing from taking out the Junior Team of the Year for the past two years, with Coach Carol Byers. 

The Men’s Team of the Year was the Victorian Men’s Track Cycling team after the men’s team won the Robina Joy Trophy for the best performed state in elite men’s cycling coming first in the teams sprint, scratch race, and team pursuit. 
Cycling also won the Masters Sport Award with Elizabeth Randall, and the Male athlete of the Year with Cadel Evans, making cycling the most successful sport on the night. 

The 2008 Victorian Sport Awards were again well supported by sector representative and VicSport would like to extend their sincere thanks to the following organizations for their sponsorship in 2008. Sport and Recreation Victoria and the City of Melbourne were the major sponsors for the night and we thank them for their support and contribution to the evening’s success. AFL Sportsready and OAMPS were also award sponsors for the evening. ActionPix and VF Trainor Trophies also contributed to the success of the evening by providing the trophies and photography for the evening. 

Finally VicSport would like to congratulate all the finalists and winners. Thank you to everyone who attended and we trust that you all enjoyed yourself celebrating the success of our Victorian Athletes. 
